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ST. JOHN CHURCH PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Parish Center, Room 202 
Agenda

Monday November 17th 2008

Time: 7pm

ATTENDEES:  Fr. Raymond Borkowski; Uchenna Iloeje (Chairperson); Tom Butler (Vice Chairperson); Joanne Francis; Tony Gumkowski; Barbara O’Keefe;  Mike Holcomb;  Susan Sousa;  Dan Ryan;  Melissa Lawler;  Patricia Sienna; Isiah Salafia; Emily Francis;  Tracy Randazzo ; Mbiya Kapiamba; Patrick Dwyer; Fr. Mitchell Sawicki:  Trish Salafia: Joanne Golden 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

Called in faith in Baptism, we, the members of the Parish family of St. John, Cromwell, unite in the celebration of the liturgy.

In joyful spirit, we give witness to our Roman Catholic faith through Perpetual Eucharist Adoration and through sharing in Christ’s mission by proclaiming His word, building His community, and serving His people.

By working together we strive to make the presence and love of Jesus Christ known and felt by all.

GENERAL
1. Opening prayer (Fr. Raymond)

2. Announcements/Remarks (Chairperson and All)  Guest Speaker:  Jean Ryan, Coordinator of St. John Outreach program spoke of all the activities that will take place in the month of December.  An insert will be put in the bulletins on the first weekend of Advent and the same insert will be give to our faith formation students.  Most of these activities have been done in past years with success and she has included some new activities as well.

3. Approve minutes of last 2 meetings (June 2nd 2008 and Sept 15th 2008) Minutes for these meetings were approved by the council.

4. Old Business

4.1. Discuss new Faith In Action Ministry:  Discussion on starting a new ministry and what services this ministry wants to provide.  A list should be made of what services are already being provided by local municipalities and private organizations which St John can make referrals to the parishioners in need.  Next, the ministry needs to acquire names of parishioners who would be willing to provide services to other parishioners in need.  Lastly, St. John will contact their insurance company to find out if there are any liability matters.  A team consisting of Joanne Francis, Pat Sienna and Fr Raymond was established to discuss the details and report back to the council at our January meeting. The primary tasks were 1) to figure out how to establish a volunteer database before communicating this new ministry to the parish community; 2) to drat a set of guidelines for the ministry.
4.2. Update on plans for Lenten revival event:  Uche has researched the availability of performers/speakers to determine our choices.  Because of the demand of these performers/speakers, we will need to book them soon.  The committee members for this event are Jean Ryan, Rosemary Matus, Jackie Haywood, Uche Iloeje and Joanne Golden.  They will meet on December 1st.
4.3. Discussion on re-establishing a Women’s Guild:  Any guidelines that existed for past women’s guild can not be found.  Joanne Golden confirmed that there is definitely an interest in starting this group.  Fr. Raymond suggests that all the interested women get together and each share their ideas of what they would like to do in the group.  From these ideas, the group can determine guidelines for the new Women’s Guild of St John Parish.

5. New Business

5.1. Catholic Men’s Day retreat event information sharing:  There were five speakers at the day long retreat.  Approximately 900 men attended.  It was very enjoyable and highly recommended.  Some of the speakers may be worth pursuing for our Lenten Event in future years.

6. Ministry liaison updates:  

6.1 Eucharistic Ministers:  A new format of scheduling was made.  They are serving every other week.  This format seems to be working well and provides consistency to those receiving.

6.2 Faith Formation Teachers:  They are still in need of teachers.

6.3 New Members:  St John continues to have new members joining the parish but only one family signed up to attend to Welcoming Committee gathering

6.4 Non-denominational Bereavement Group:  The coordinators continue to have new parents attending the meetings.  They send out 86 newsletters per month to families who have lost a child.  Attendance to the meeting ranges from 30 to 40 people.  

6.5 The Auction date for 2009 has been set, March 29th 2009.  

7. Teen update

7.1. Update on discussions for a teen newsletter:  The teen representatives have spoken to other teens about starting a teen newsletter for St John and there is an interest.  The newsletter should be designed with visual interest such as photos of the teens at various activities which they participate in with the church.

8. Pastor’s Report:  Two friars were ordained as Priests in Brooklyn New York.  Bishop Cote has authorized collection to assists those in need with fuel and electricity expenses.  On maintenance issues, some clogged gutters were fixed to improve drainage on the church grounds.  The trip to St Mary’s Above Rock is getting near.  Each person going on the trip will be bringing one suitcase of personal belongings and one suitcase of items to be left behind in Jamaica.  A giving tree will be placed in the church entry for parishioners to identify the items in need for this trip.  On Monday, December 8th, the parish will be celebrating Immaculate Conception of our Blessed Virgin Mary.  The Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist, from Meriden, will be singing at the 7:00 p.m. mass.

9. Closing prayer (Chairperson)

10. Pastoral Council Picture:  Picture taken by Fr. Mitchell 
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KEY ACTION ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING 











2008-2009 Meeting dates

	September 15, 2008
	November 17th 2008
	January 26th 2009
	March 16th 2009
	May 18th 2009
	September 5th 2009

	Regular Meeting
	Regular Meeting
	Regular Meeting
	Nominating committee for new pastoral council members
	Regular Meeting
	Day of Reflection 2008-2009 pastoral council


NOT FINAL UNTILL APPROVED BY PASTOR AND ADOPTED BY PASTORAL COUNCIL

